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Hi again all,

 

The draft scoping notice for the water catchments EA is attached. Please let me know if you’d like to

talk anything through on this.

 

I expect to be able to provide the draft scoping notice for the wells/pipelines EA tomorrow afternoon.

 

Thanks!

Ben

Benjamin Gaddis, M.E.M., C.P.F.
Consulting – Facilitation – Training
Gaddis Consulting, LLC
(801) 259-3257
bgaddis@gaddisconsultingllc.com
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“ensure that appropriate quality and quantity of water resources are available for the proper care and

management of the objects of the Monument.” These projects would specifically conform to MMP

direction related to water resources (WAT) and water related developments (WDEV). Further, these

projects would not conflict with other MMP direction.

The purpose of this scoping letter is to inform interested and affected parties of the proposal and to

solicit comments to assist with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review of the proposal.

Analysis of the proposal will be documented in an Environmental Assessment (EA). Comments received

in response to this solicitation will be used to identify potential environmental issues to be analyzed

related to the proposed action and to identify alternatives to the proposed action that would meet the

purpose of and need for the projects.

Purpose and Need for Action

The purpose of the BLM action is to provide reliable water storage and improve water availability for

wildlife and livestock in the Headwaters, First Point, Fivemile Mountain, Mollies Nipple, Wagon Box

Mesa, and Death Hollow allotments. Reliable water storage and improved water availability are also

intended to improve livestock distribution (dispersing cattle throughout the area to take advantage of

available forage and reduce concentration of livestock at existing water sources) and thereby enhance

habitat and improve vegetation, soil, and water resource conditions.

The need for the BLM action is based on lack of dependable water sources and/or resource impacts near

existing water sources across portions of the aforementioned allotments.

Decision to be Made

Following the environmental analysis in the EA, the GSENM Manager will decide whether or not to

implement the proposed water catchment projects and if so under what conditions, specifications, and

provisions.

Alternatives

A reasonable range of alternatives that address the purpose and need will be considered for analysis.

Alternatives currently being considered include the following:

No Action Alternative: Under the No Action Alternative, the BLM would not implement the proposal to

construct and install up to six water catchments and associated water distribution infrastructure (e.g.,

storage tanks, pipelines, troughs) in the Headwaters, First Point, Fivemile Mountain, Mollies Nipple,

Wagon Box Mesa, and Death Hollow allotments as summarized above.

Proposed Action Alternative: Under the Proposed Action Alternative, the BLM would construct and

install water catchments and associated water distribution infrastructure (e.g., storage tanks, pipelines,

troughs) in the Headwaters, First Point, Fivemile Mountain, Mollies Nipple, Wagon Box Mesa, and Death

Hollow allotments as summarized above.
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